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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Applicants amended claims 1-6 in the amendment received on 
07/1 1/2002. The pending claims are 1-6. Applicants 1 arguments have been fully 
considered by the examiner. 

2. Applicants' arguments with respect to claims 1-6 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering 
patentability of the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the 
subject matter of the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions 
covered therein were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised 
of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of 
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each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in 
order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(c) and potential 35 
U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or(g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

5. Claims 1-2 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fukada et al. [EP 0 838 767 A2] in view of Camara et al. [USP 
6,373,507]. 

Regarding to claim 1 , Fukada teaches a device for filing picture images recorded 
by a digital camera (Fukada, Col. 1 , lines 6-15). As shown in Fukada FIG. 1 , a digital 
camera may store pictures in a memory card 2, which is detachable. Picture image data 
are transferred to a hard disc of a personal computer 3 (Fukada, Col. 5, lines 5-24). As 
shown in Fukada FIG. 2, when a memory card is set into a card slot and the processing 
is started, image files within the memory card are read one by one in the order of 
recording (Fukada, Col. 6, lines 8-1 6) as an image file readout unit for reading out an 
image file that has been recorded on the first loadable and removable recording medium. 
After reading the image file, the image file name is examined whether or not an image 
file with the identical file name already exists in the hard disc (Fukada, FIG. 2, Col. 6, 
lines 41 -50) as a file-name duplication discrimination unit for determining whether a file 
name of the image file that has been read out by said image file readout unit and a file name 
of an image file that has been recorded on the second recording medium are duplicates. If the 
file name overlaps, the file name is changed to an identifying number without overlap - 
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(Fukada, FIG. 2, Col. 6, line 52-Col. 7, line 8) as an image-file recording controller, which 
is responsive to a determination by said file-name duplication discrimination unit that the file 
names are duplicates, for changing the file name of the image file that has been read out of 
the first loadable and removable recording medium and recording this read image file on the 
second recording medium in such a manner that file names of image files that have been 
recorded on the second recording medium will not be duplicated. After all the processes as 
disclosed above, the image file is stored in a hard disc as the second recording medium 
(Fukada, Col. 7, lines 9-17). Fukada fails to disclose the second recording medium is 
loadable and removable and a grouping unit for grouping image files, which have been 
recorded on the second recording medium by said image-file recording control unit, according 
to the types of images represented by the image files. Camara teaches an image acquisition 
system has a computer and one or more imaging devices coupled to the computer, 
each imaging device has a device memory and is capable of capturing a digital image 
and storing the image in its memory (Camara, abstract). As in Camara FIG. 1 and 3, the 
Camara image acquisition system 20 having a computer 22 coupled to multiple imaging 
devices 24-30 such as digital camera, video camera. The computer 22 has a non- 
volatile program memory 94 such as ROM, disk drive, CD-ROM. As shown in Camara 
FIG. 6-7, the user captures a picture using the "Take Picture" command in the camera 
menu 160. The picture then appears as a file in the file space 154. The file space 154 
lists files and/or folders that pertain to digital images taken by the digital camera and the 
files are the images themselves such as JPG files and the folders contain image files 
and/or other folders with image files in them (Camara, Col. 6, line 1-Col. 7, line 1 1) as a 
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grouping unit for grouping image files according to the types of images represented by the 
image files. Camara fails to disclose the secondary memory that process the image files 
is loadable and removable. However, both Fukada and Camara use a conventional 
computer as the device for processing image files and obviously, the Fukada and 
Camara device has a loadable and removable recording medium as shown in Camara 
FIG. 3 such as an A drive that contain a loadable and removable 3i/2 floppy disk and 
Fukada teaches that "a second storage means outside the digital camera" means a 
server in a laboratory, a hard disc of a personal computer, or the like (Fukada, Col. 3, 
lines 9-24). Thus, the Fukada image files could be processes in a loadable and 
removable recording medium such as floppy disk instead of the hard drive and modified 
by the Camara technique of grouping files. Therefore, it would have been obvious for 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the Fukada 
device by including the Camara grouping unit and processing the image files in a 
loadable and removable recording medium in order to make a collection of based-on- 
type image files and to have a friendly environment by giving more drive options such 
as a displaying of selection including C or A or E drive to the users when processing the 
image from a digital camera or a memory card of digital camera. 

Regarding to claim 2, Fukada and Camara teaches all the claimed subject 
matters as discussed in claim 1 , Fukada further disclose a grouping unit causes a file 
name corresponding to each group to be recorded on the second recording medium (Fukada, 
Col. 7, lines 9-17). 
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Regarding to claim 5, Fukada teaches a method for filing picture images 
recorded by a digital camera (Fukada, Col. 1,lines 6-15). As shown in Fukada FIG. 1, a 
digital camera may store pictures in a memory card 2, which is detachable. Picture 
image data are transferred to a hard disc of a personal computer 3 (Fukada, Col. 5, 
lines 5-24). As shown in Fukada FIG. 2, when a memory card is set into a card slot and 
the processing is started, image files within the memory card are read one by one in the 
order of recording (Fukada, Col. 6, lines 8-16) as the step of reading out an image file 
that has been recorded on the first loadable and removable recording medium. After reading 
the image file, the image file name is examined whether or not an image file with the 
identical file name already exists in the hard disc (Fukada, FIG. 2, Col. 6, lines 41-50) 
as the Step Of determining whether a file name of the image file that has been read out by 
said image file readout unit and a file name of an image file that has been recorded on the 
second recording medium are duplicates. If the file name overlaps, the file name is 
changed to an identifying number without overlap (Fukada, FIG. 2, Col. 6, line 52-Col. 7, 
line 8) as the Step of in response to a determination that the file-name are duplicates, for 
changing the file name of the image file that has been read out of the first loadable and 
removable recording medium and recording this read image file on the second recording 
medium in such a manner that file names of image files that have been recorded on the 
second recording medium will not be duplicated. After all the processes as disclosed 
above, the image file is stored in a hard disc as the second recording medium (Fukada, 
Col. 7, lines 9-17). Fukada fails to disclose the second recording medium is loadable and 
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removable and the Step of grouping image files, which have been recorded on the second 
recording medium by said image-file recording control unit, according to the types of images 
represented by the image files. Camara teaches an image acquisition system has a 
computer and one or more imaging devices coupled to the computer, each imaging 
device has a device memory and is capable of capturing a digital image and storing the 
image in its memory (Camara, abstract). As in Camara FIG. 1 and 3, the Camara image 
acquisition system 20 having a computer 22 coupled to multiple imaging devices 24-30 
such as digital camera, video camera. The computer 22 has a non-volatile program 
memory 94 such as ROM, disk drive, CD-ROM. As shown in Camara FIG. 6-7, the user 
captures a picture using the 'Take Picture" command in the camera menu 160. The 
picture then appears as a file in the file space 154. The file space 154 lists files and/or 
folders that pertain to digital images taken by the digital camera and the files are the 
images themselves such as JPG files and the folders contain image files and/or other 
folders with image files in them (Camara, Col. 6, line 1-Col. 7, line 1 1 ) as the step of 
grouping image files according to the types of images represented by the image files. Camara 
fails to disclose the secondary memory that process the image files is loadable and 
removable. However, both Fukada and Camara use a conventional computer as the 
device for processing image files and obviously, the Fukada and Camara device has a 
loadable and removable recording medium as shown in Camara FIG. 3 such as an A 
drive that contain a loadable and removable 3i/2 floppy disk and Fukada teaches that "a 
second storage means outside the digital camera" means a server in a laboratory, a 
hard disc of a personal computer, or the like (Fukada, Col. 3, lines 9-24). Thus, the 
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Fukada image files could be processes in a loadable and removable recording medium 
such as floppy disk as well as a hard drive and modified by the Camara technique of 
grouping files. Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify the Fukada device by including the 
Camara step of grouping and processing the image files in a loadable and removable 
recording medium in order to make a collection of based-on- type image files and to 
have a friendly environment by giving more drive options such as a displaying of 
selection including C or A or E drive to the users when processing the image from a 
digital camera or a memory card of digital camera. 

6. Claims 3-4 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fukada et al. [EP 0 838 767 A2]. 

Regarding to claims 3 and 6, Fukada teaches a method and device for filing 
picture images recorded by a digital camera (Fukada, Col. 1, lines 6-15). As shown in 
Fukada FIG. 1, a digital camera may store pictures in a memory card 2, which is 
detachable. Picture image data are transferred to a hard disc of a personal computer 3 
(Fukada, Col. 5, lines 5-24). As shown in Fukada FIG. 2, when a memory card is set 
into a card slot and the processing is started, image files within the memory card are 
read one by one in the order of recording (Fukada, Col. 6, lines 8-16) as an image file 
readout unit for reading out an image file that has been recorded on the first loadable and 
removable recording medium. After reading the image file, the image file name is 
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examined whether or not an image file with the identical file name already exists in the 
hard disc (Fukada, FIG. 2, Col. 6, lines 41-50). If the file name overlaps, the file name is 
changed to an identifying number without overlap (Fukada, FIG. 2, Col. 6, line 52-Col. 7, 
line 8). After all the processes as disclosed above, the image file is stored in a hard disc 
(Fukada, Col. 7, lines 9-17) as a recording controller for recording the image file, which 
has been read out by said image file readout unit, on a second recording medium. As shown 
in FIG. 1 , the personal computer 3 has a monitor as an output unit for outputting an image 
file being recorded on the second recording medium by said recording controller. Fukada 
fails to disclose the second recording medium is loadable and removable. However, 
Fukada uses a conventional computer as the device for processing image files and 
obviously, the Fukada device has a loadable and removable recording medium such as 
an A drive that contain a loadable and removable 3i/2 floppy disk and Fukada teaches 
that "a second storage means outside the digital camera" means a server in a 
laboratory, a hard disc of a personal computer, or the like (Fukada, Col. 3, lines 9-24). 
Thus, the Fukada image files could be processes in a loadable and removable 
recording medium such as floppy disk as well as a hard drive. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the Fukada device by including a second loadable and removable recording 
medium when processing the image files from a first storage medium in order to have a 
friendly environment by giving more drive options such as a displaying of selection 
including C or A or E drive to the users when processing the image from a digital 
camera or a memory card of digital camera. 
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Regarding to claim 4, Fukada teaches all the claimed subject matters as 
discussed in claim 3, Fukada further discloses a personal computer that has a monitor 
as in FIG. 1 as an output unit is a display device for displaying an image represented by an 
image file that has been recorded on the second recording medium. 



7. Applicants amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See 
MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 



Conclusion 



# 
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8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Hung Pham whose telephone number is 703-605 
4242. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7:00 Am - 3:30 Pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, VU, KIM YEN can be reached on 703-305 4393. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-746 7239 
for regular communications and 703-746 7238 for After Final communications. 
Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305 3900. 



Examiner: Hung Pham 
August 9, 2002 
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